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Introduction
All churches go through periods of change. Sometimes that is 
associated with finances or the re-ordering of buildings. Often it is 
when a vicar arrives or leaves and occasionally it is to do with pastoral 
reorganisation. Christ the King has had a period of significant change 
during 2018 but this is to do with loss. During last year 12 members 
of our church community died, equating to 8% of our congregation, 
and we have been in mourning for much of the year. Every death is 
significant and as a church community we hold all of those who have 
been bereaved in our thoughts and prayers. 

Perhaps, however, I may be permitted to draw attention to one death 
in particular. This was the tragic death of Fiona Thwaites at the young 
age of 45. Fiona was a member of Christ the King all her life and it 
is fair to say that there is a giant Fiona-shaped hole in our church 
and community life. Fiona was involved in many aspects of CtK: she 
was heavily involved in our children’s ministry, including Rainbows 
and Brownies; she helped with our ministry to the elderly; she fund-
raised for CtK and the BHF; she was a constant and faithful presence 
in worship; she participated fully in any outings and trips; and whilst 
very poorly herself helped those who were housebound and alone. 
She is desperately missed by all who loved and knew her but we will 
continue to care as she cared, laugh as she laughed, love as she loved. 

And continue we have, despite our sorrow, and though we have 
found it difficult at times, the pages in this report evidence our 
commitment to this church and this parish. Of course, we can always 
do more. We need to do more to encourage people to consider a 
faith that we cherish. Every baptism; every wedding and funeral; 
and all our contact with local schools, are moments when we bear 
witness.  Not to push or force, but to give people an opportunity to 
hear; to think; to reflect – to discover.  We should never belittle the 
everyday things of importance to people, or communities, and what 
may seem to be small beginnings can blossom into a lifetime journey 
and become a faith which grows and develops to reveal God’s love in 
new and glorious ways.

I commend this report to you and give thanks for the many people 
involved in the ministry and life of CtK without whom we would not 
be able to offer as much as we do. And to those who have died this 
past year may they rest in peace and rise in glory.

The Reverend Canon Maggie McLean
PCC Chair
March 2019

Worship at
Christ the King, Battyeford
Stocks Bank Road, Mirfield, WF14 9QT

Sunday 8am Holy Communion 
A quiet service, no hymns; average 
attendance 12; refreshments. 

Sunday 10am Parish Eucharist with 
Music and hymns; average attendance 101; 
Sunday School and crèche; refreshments.

Wednesday 10am Holy Communion. 
Average attendance 32; refreshments.

Second Friday of the Month 2pm 
Service and activities for preschool 
children and whoever brings them along.

Parish Contact details:
Vicar: 
The Reverend Canon Maggie McLean
01924-493277
maggie@christ-the-king.co.uk

Reader: 
Mr Ian Grange  01924 493108
grange.mirfield@ntlworld.com

Churchwardens:
Mr.Tony Moore  01924 496978
tony@christ-the-king.co.uk

Mrs Helen Grange  01924 493108
helen@christ-the-king.co.uk
Safeguarding Officer: 
Mrs Meriel Pearmain  01924 498162
safeguarding@christ-the-king.co.uk

Remembering Fiona



Faith and Worship
Last year we had a focus on Lay Leadership and ministry. 
Inspired by the report of ‘Setting God’s People Free’ and the 
first Diocesan Lay Conference. Five members of CtK, Robin Vishner, 
Claire Berry, Helen Grange, Lauren Rogers and Meg Willard joined 
1000 delegates representing some 450 of the 650 parishes across the 
diocese at Harrogate’s Convention Centre in June.  The conference 
was addressed by a number of distinguished speakers including Mark 
Russell (Church Army CEO) and the Rt Revd Jo Bailey-Wells (Bishop of 
Dorking). Other speakers led workshops and discussions on a wide 
range of topics. Many centred on lay discipleship and lay leadership. 
Development of this will be vital for survival of the C of E in the 21st 
century and for its mission as we help others to fulfil their potential to 
live out their faith at work, school, and in parish life generally. And it is 
vital for us here at CtK too.

On the back of this we set a priority to undertake a Time and 
Talent audit which we did at the latter end of 2018. The 
response was very positive with many people taking time 
to think through their ministry and contribution to church 
life. Already you will have noticed new faces on a Sunday morning 
leading and preparing intercessions, serving, as well as leading and 
assisting in our ministry with young people. Many more people 
responded with offers to help in other ways such as with small 
admin jobs and domestic chores to keep our premises clean and 
safe, involvement in planning social events and fundraising, along 
with roles in governance and finance. Four new people, Robert 
Hirst, Graham Wilson, Richard Bland and George Courtney offered 
to be involved in Pastoral Visiting and Pastoral Care and each have 
undertaken the Diocesan Pastoral Visiting Training. This takes the 
Pastoral Visitors group to 11 people. 

During the Sunday 10am service in Lent 2018 different people 
were invited to share their understanding of vocation. The 
idea was to model different types of vocation and ministry. 
The response to these talks was very positive. Each person was 
interviewed, and these short videos were posted on FB and Twitter, as 
well as placed on our website.

One priority for 2018 was to partner with other organisation 
in our development of worship. Although there are many 
avenues to explore, we were able to make a start with 
working with Batley Food Bank during Harvest, highlighting 
Fairtrade during Fairtrade fortnight and celebrating Fatherhood 
during a service on Father’s Day.  

Although we try to provide different opportunities and times and 
space for worship during the week such as on Tuesday evenings and 
Wednesday mornings, Sunday 10am is still the most popular time to 
worship. We continue to be blessed by the richness and quality of 
all who participate. We owe a great debt of gratitude to both Nigel 
Day and Nic Bell for their leadership and skill with both the adult and 
youth choirs. I thank all who preach and preside on Sunday mornings 
especially our retired clergy Mildred Butterworth and Graham 
Atherton but including Christ Swift and Ian Grange for their ministry 
amongst us too. Sadly, we had to say goodbye to our Associate Priest 

Priorities:
l New sound system. 
l  Upgrade roof light fittings in worship 

area

Delegates at the Lay leadership Conference

Harvest collection for Batley Food Bank



Faith, Finance and Buildings
Over a decade ago Christ the King was re-ordered. This was achieved 
by selling the old church hall and bringing everything onto one 
site and under one roof. We were aided then by a grant from the 
National Lottery and Kirklees Council. These grants were given on the 
understanding that the premises would be open and used for the 
benefit of the community. Ten years on I think we can safely say we 
have fulfilled this stipulation and then some.

The building is open 7 days a week and we have organisations and 
groups on a waiting list to hire the different rooms within the church 
plant. We are committed to the church being a community church 
and a community building. We see this as part of our outreach to 
the local community and a witness to our faith and belief in the 
importance of community life and fellowship.

The extensive use of the building means that maintenance is a 
high priority and each year we invest back into the building a high 
percentage of that which is accrued through rental cost. We employ 
a professional firm of cleaners to manage the cleaning on a weekly 
basis, but the church community is responsible for ‘deep’ cleaning. 
The grounds are looked after by a team of dedicated volunteers and 
we are very grateful to them for their time and energy.   

During 2018 additional outside lighting and an extension of the 
paved path from the church south door to the vicarage drive have 
been added and flashing on the roof has been maintained. 

As indicated above our income is subsidised considerably by letting 
fees but our major source of income continues to be direct giving 
which is 1/3rd of our overall income.  Because of contributions 
given by gift aid we were able to claim back £11,000 from 
HMRC.  Our parish share decreased for 2018 to £48479 due 
to the recalculation by the Diocese. During 2018 we made 
provision for online giving and contactless payments. As our annual 
income is over £100,000 we are now a registered charity.

Priorities:
l  Replacement of 5 high level windows 

at the west end of church
l  CCTV installation being considered. 

To improve security in and around 
the building. 

l  Health and Safety Course for all PCC 
members

Jennifer Cooper in December 2018, when she left to take up her new 
appointment in Durham and Newcastle Dioceses. We thank Jennifer 
for all that she has contributed to over the last few years and wish her 
well in her new home and job.

 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Average Weekly Communicants 132 151 132 138 124
Confirmations 0 7 2 9 0
Baptisms 20  14 16 10 9
Weddings 3 4 4 6 7
Funerals in Church 4 6  6 0 12
Funerals at Crematorium 14  8 12 14 15

Average weekly attendance at services

 2015 2016 2017 2018
8am Sunday 13 15 12 10
10am Sunday 98 95 101 102
10am Wednesday 32 32 32 33
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2017 Figures

Total income for 2017      £103,869
Total income for 2018  £109,692

2018 Figure showing an increase

2018 Figure showing a decrease

Income

2017 Figures

Total expenditure for 2017    £87,839
Total expenditure for 2018    £87,453

2018 Figure showing an increase

2018 Figure showing a decrease

Expenditure

Income 2017 2018
Direct Giving 35,401 35,583
Cash Collections 4,335 5,338
Tax Recovered 11,082 11,085
Charity Donations 3,405 12,157
Fund Raising/Social Events 6,115 5,555
Lettings 21,063 22,345
Legacies 5,000 -
Other Income 17,468 17,629

 103,869 109,692

Expenditure 2017 2018
Parish share 51,031 48,479
Children's Work 5,519 5,548
Ministry Expenses/Cost of Services 7,613 7,545
Church Running Expenses 15,779 21,087
Fund Raising/Publicity   840 1,148
Other Expenses 7,057 3,376
 87,839 87,453
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Faith and Children

‘Taking Church to School’

With grateful thanks to Mirfield Educational Charity and Leeds 
Diocese Family and Social Welfare Council for their generous grants 
we have been able to continue to fund the work of our Children and 
Youth Worker, Sheena Grills. Sheena is a natural evangelist who shares 
her faith openly and naturally with those to whom she ministers. 
Children and young people respond warmly to her and she has over 
the last two years built up a very good relationship with our Church 
School, Battyeford CofE Primary and our local community school, Old 
Bank Junior and Infant. At Old Bank Sheena has been able, with 
the support of the school, to further develop faith-based 
discussions. Whilst at Battyeford, Lunch clubs continue to 
be popular, growing from 11 attending at the start of term 
to 24 on some weeks. During these Bible stories are explored, team 
building games are played and Christian values are discussed and 
considered.   

Our objectives behind the appointment include:

1.  Contribute to the teaching about Christianity and Christian values 
within the school curriculum specifically learning about and from 
religion.

2.  Encouraging the sensitive engagement of children and young 
people with those from a range of faith and belief backgrounds.

3.  Work closely with the staff of both schools in the delivery and 
development of Collective Worship and Assemblies.

4.  Contribute to the Physical, Social, Emotional and Spiritual 
Development of children and young people through After School 
Clubs in school and also with youth provision offered on a weekly 
basis at Christ the King.

5.  Support and develop the current work with children within the 
church to develop children’s spirituality and Christian values and 
understanding.

‘Growing young disciples’

Within the church Sheena now co-ordinates Butterflies, our pre-
school messy church, held monthly on a Friday afternoon. Butterflies 
went through a transitional phase and has been affected by more 
pre-school provision been made available with government 
assistance. However, as with all children’s activities, the work is 
cyclical, and we are now in a positive cycle with a few more adults 
and children attending which is also the result of our priority 
last year of using social media and other more effective 
communication strategies. We are grateful to all who 
volunteer and help with Butterflies and also with Caterpillars 
which happens on each of the other Fridays. Both providing good, 
safe, and important meeting points for young children and their 
families.

Sheena also has taken over the organisation of the rota for our 
Sunday morning ministry with children and again we are grateful to 
all our volunteers who help each week with this. A big thank you to 
Anne Lockwood who retired at the end of 2018 for all her work and 
support of our children’s ministry for many years.

Pupils at Battyeford learn about Water Aid

Good Friday Workshop

We marry them young in Battyeford!



Priority:
To grow the Youth Club leadership/
support for the Friday Night group. With 
an increased number of adults there 
would be scope to grow in numbers, 
whilst maintaining a well-managed and 
safe environment for the children.

CtK Youth Matters is the newest group formed to meet the needs 
of the older end of our young people and it fulfils one of the 
priorities set in last year’s report. This is a monthly Bible study 
group with discussion around faith and how this relates to our 
daily life. 

The Youth Club continues to meet fortnightly and during 2018 we 
lowered the age range to include Year 2 and upwards and 
made it a single session. Activities include games, crafts and 
film nights. Although numbers are small, we are encouraged 
that there is a consistent attendance and children are coming from 
the local community as well as church families.

Priority:
To continue to build on the success of 
the youth groups - JAM Plus and CtK 
Matters. To help the members of the 
groups to grow in confidence when 
discussing their faith and to offer 
mentoring to those who wish to develop 
their leadership skills.

Safeguarding
‘Speak out on behalf of the voiceless and for the rights of all 
who are vulnerable’: Proverbs 31:8 

Our Parish Safeguarding Officer (PSO) is Meriel Pearmain with Helen 
Grange as Deputy PSO. Together with the Incumbent, Churchwardens 
and the PCC we ensure that Safeguarding policies are in place, are 
reviewed annually and procedures are followed.

Last year one of our priorities was to encourage more 
people to undertake Safeguarding Training. Twenty people 
have completed training either on line or by attending 
courses which is very encouraging; others are intending to do so 
soon. 

We continue to ensure that we are Promoting a Safer Church in line 
with the Church of England’s Safeguarding policy statement for 
children, young people and adults.

Ctk Youth Matters pondering Faith

Meriel Pearmain



Priority:
To form a new Christmas Fair 
Committee.

Priority:
To seek out more volunteers to cook, 
drive and act as Kitchen assistants.

Faith and Community

The relationship between faith and community is very important to 
us at CtK, it is part of our mission and evangelism. 

2018 saw the 10th anniversary of the Tuesday Luncheon Club. 
Offering friendship through activities such as this is one of the 
ways we work with others to address issues of social isolation and 
loneliness in older people. During the summer Paula Sherriff, MP, 
paid the club a visit.  She chatted with members and thanked the 
volunteers for the hard work they do to provide such a valuable local 
community asset for older people.  In July, members enjoyed a Canal 
Cruise (with a light supper served on board) along the Calder Hebble 
Navigation which was arranged by staff of Fieldhead Park Care Home. 
We are very grateful to everyone who helps make the weekly lunch 
club such a great success. During the last year we welcomed 3 new 
volunteer helpers. 

Christ the King continues to develop and expand its relationship 
with many groups within the community using the premises for their 
activities. Three new groups began during 2018 and, although, of 
course, this is very important for our financial stability, it is primarily 
part of our ongoing strategy to be a community focussed church 
and make the church accessible and open to all. Battyeford is an 
area which has no real centre to it and opening the church up, in the 
way we do, enables us to be a community hub and this helps with 
community cohesion. We add to outside organisations by providing 
opportunities for discussion groups, craft activities, education and 
nurture groups on a regular basis. 

The uniformed organisations still have a strong presence at CtK with 
groups meeting throughout the week and joining the worshipping 
community on Parade Sundays during the year. Each group continues 
to enjoy a varied programme of activities which enhance the moral, 
spiritual and social development of all involved. This year two Guides, 
Abigail Hudson and Evie Street, gained their Baden Powell Award, 
the highest Award a Guide can achieve. All groups attended Mirfield 
Remembrance Sunday Observance (the biggest, apparently, outside 
London).

Social and fund-raising activities were well attended and provided 
a good opportunity to invite others to church related events. The 
Christmas Fair had its tenth anniversary in 2018 and we are very 
thankful to all who have worked hard to ensure its success over the 
years. The present organisers now wish to hand over the reins to 
others and so we thank them for all that they have done.  

We were able to work with the British Heart Foundation to install 
a Defibrillator on the outer wall of CtK to be used by the local 
community. This was made possible by the work of Mirfield BHF and 
the work of Mo Thwaites and her family over many years.. 

CtK Study group

Luncheon club members enjoy a canal cruise

CtK ‘s new defribulator



Faith and Friendship

Batley Food Bank

At CtK we have always taken our commitment to supporting others 
both locally and globally very seriously and 2018 was no exception. 
During the year, we have had a continuous collection in the Church 
Narthex for Batley Food Bank and we are very grateful to Carolyn 
Haughey who organises this for us and takes it across to Batley each 
week.

Bangalore Medical Aid

During the year we supported in a small way a UK medical team 
which provides surgery and healthcare support for children with 
complex disabilities in Bangalore. We supported this through a 
member of our church community, Julie Hudson, whose background 
is in physiotherapy and works in South Yorkshire NHS Trust 
specialising in the care of children with complex neuro-disability. 

Children’s Society

We continued our support of the Children’s Society through box 
collections but also through money raised at the Christingle Services 
that we hold each year for Battyeford KS1 and the Christingle Service 
on Christmas Eve which is always attended by hundreds of people. 
Over £2000 was raised for the Children’s Society in 2018.

Fairtrade

As a Fairtrade church we not only serve Fairtrade tea and coffee but 
also, in partnership with Nab Lane CO-OP raise funds and awareness 
during Fairtrade fortnight by making and selling Fairtrade cakes and 
biscuits.

ACT Mara Safe House

During Lent 2018 we raised funds for ACT-Mara Safe House in 
Mugumu, Tanzania, for girls fleeing FGM. Although it is illegal in 
Tanzania, FGM is still practised in some areas and by certain tribes, 
who regard it as a traditional rite of passage for their young women.

The long-term aim, however, is to re-educate the families who still 
favour FGM and persuade them that such an outdated and barbaric 
practice has no place in the modern world. To this end the Mara 
Diocesan Safe House team spend long hours in the community trying 
to change minds. As well as receiving food and shelter, the girls at 
the Safe House attend classes where they learn English to help them 
enter secondary education. They also learn tailoring and craft skills 
which will help them make their way in the world whether or not 
they later become reconciled with their families after running away 
from home to enrol at the Safe House.

Priority:
Continue to actively support and advocate 
Fairtrade including selling ‘Real Easter Eggs’.

Julie assists a child in Bangalore

Christingle raising funds for the Children’s Society

locals buy home made fair trade cakes



Visitors from Tanzania

During 2018 our Vicar, Maggie McLean was invited to become Leeds’s 
Diocese Tanzanian Link Officer. Christ the King’s relationship with 
Tanzania goes back thirty-six years, and it was fantastic that one of the 
first things that Maggie was involved with on her appointment, was 
organising the visit of her contemporaries from our Link Dioceses of 
Rorya, Tarime and Mara. 

Their team leader was Lay Canon Arthur Mauya who has visited Leeds 
Diocese many times. Two of the team, Charles Mwita and Peter Oyoo, 
were lodged next door at the Community of the Resurrection, so 
were often able to pop in to Christ the King when their busy schedule 
of visits to schools and churches in our area permitted. Both Charles 
and Peter are former students at Issenye Secondary School, which we 
have supported since its creation, 28 years ago. The fourth visitor was 
Melina Galibona. Melina is Director of the Mugumu Safe House, which 
rescues girls from the threat of female genital mutilation, FGM. 

All four attended a service at Christ the King to celebrate 30 years of 
the link with churches in Mara Region, which now includes the more 
recently created dioceses of Tarime and Rorya.

Charles, now an ordained priest and Link Officer for the Diocese of 
Tarime, was enthusiastic about the ways in which churches here in 
Leeds Diocese are helping to spread the Gospel in Africa by their 
support for his young diocese. “Also I have learned,” he said, “that 
people here are lovely, hospitable, and honest. God is with you 
and working with you to help his people all over the world.”  He 
concluded by thanking everyone for the welcoming reception he 
had received wherever he went, and said that he was even getting 
used to our food!

Peter, is also ordained, and acts as Link Officer in the Diocese of 
Rorya. He spoke of the generous hospitality of everyone he had met 
during his visit. He also expressed surprise at how many older people 
are working hard for God in our country but commented on how few 
younger people he had seen in our congregations. He was impressed 
with our strict adherence to time management. “People here do 
respect time,” he said.

Melina, , spoke of her admiration for the way in which people here 
use their hands to create things of beauty. She was particularly struck 
by our Rainbow Panel and asked many questions about how it was 
made. She was inspired by it to think how the girls in her care at the 
Safe House could learn to do such work and was delighted to accept 
the gift of three books on basic embroidery techniques. She hopes 
that such skills will give her young charges a better self-image and 
also provide them with a source of income to help run this vitally 
important project.

Arthur summed up the visit by declaring “I cannot thank the people 
of Leeds Diocese enough for your continued prayers and generosity 
that have been extended to us over the last thirty years. The 
exchange visits we make rekindle and strengthen our friendship.” 



Priority:
To support two students at Issenye 
Secondary School with scholarships for their 
4 years of education.

Walking for Water

Without doubt the greatest fund-raising efforts in 2018 were to raise 
funds for Leeds Diocese Tanzanian Links and in particular Water for 
Life Projects. To this end 4 members from CTK, Harvey Walsh, Meg 
Willard, Maggie McLean, Molly the Dog and Cath Fox (from Leeds 
Diocese), walked 192 miles across the country on the Coast to Coast. 
They were supported by a host of people from CtK who carried 
bags, provided transport, brought chocolate, looked after Molly and 
generally provided moral support. It was an amazing venture to be 
a part of and raised of £13,450 for much needed water projects in 
Tanzania. Thank you from the Team to everyone who helped and to 
all who gave so generously.



Minimetime
Every Thursday

10am

Toddlers Group
Fridays 

1.45pm

For details visit our website www.christ-the-king.co.uk
or contact Tony Moore 01924-496978    tony@christ-the-king.co.uk

Battyeford
Community Activities at

Thursday
Drop in

Coffee, Cake and 
Company

1-3pm

Keep Fit
Every Wednesday

1.30pm

Yoga
Every Tuesday 

10am-11.30am
7pm-8.30pm

Tap Dance
Every Wednesday

10amArt Club
Every Monday

10am -12noon
Lunch Club

Every Tuesday
from 12noon

Just Sing
1st Tuesday of each month

7.15pm – 8.30pm

Chi Kung
Every Monday

7.45pm

Film 
Nights

Occasional Tuesday 
Evenings

Book Club
First Thursday of every 

month
Slimming World

Every Thursday 5.00pm, 7.00pm  Friday 9am

MJ Drama 
Academy

Saturday10am

CtKYouth
Alternate Fridays 

6.30pm

Power 
Hoop

Every Monday 
10.30am

Pilates
Every Thursday

2.00pm


