
 



 



 

 

 

 

    

        3 How common is your cold? 

              Dorothy Kyne finds out. 

   4 The pleasure of tulips 

              More than just Amsterdam  

   5 Whooping it up in Cana 

             Did they really need all that wine? 

   6 The Mikado 

             Things are about to get messy in Japan 

   7 Know the rules 

              Conventions we didn’t know we keep 

   8 Yoga 

More than just the Lotus position 

  9 Methodist Homes Association 

              No, Chris has not deserted Anglicanism 

10 The Parish Share 

             What we pay and what we get 

12 Saints and Prayer  

              More about Saints, the Rosary, and Icons 

13 Man of Science, Man of God 

             Who predicted submarines and false teeth?  

 

 

 

15 CTK News Board 

            Dorthe’s daughter’s daughter 

17 Tanzania Link Officer 

            New job for an already busy person 

18  Lenten Appeals 

            Home and away options 

19 Luncheon Club Celebratory Dinner 

            10 years of community service 

20 Messy Church 

            Pancakes happened 

21 Spring Quiz 

            Conventions we didn’t know we keep 

22 School Page 

            Walking on water 

23 The Bishop of Ripon 

            She came from half-way round the world 

24 Easter or Eostre? 

            Pagan goddess gets consumed 

25 Password issues  

            Don’t tell us you never forget them!   
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This space to 

advertise your 

business 



 

While dealing with my own common cold I thought of the meaning of ‘common’ – and I looked it up in 

my big old dictionary.  The first meaning was ‘belonging equally to more than one’.  This is certainly true.  

This ‘viral infectious disease of the upper respiratory tract’ does not stick to one victim but insists on 

sharing its effects with as many as possible.   

Further meanings of ‘common’ 
are just as relevant to the cold; 
such as ‘general’ and ‘public’.  
There are victims who parade 
their colds with ostentatious red 
noses and heavy breathing, 
while their workmates keep an 
anxious distance.  This flaunting 
of a cold is anti-social 
behaviour, but not everyone is 
able to stay at home, and 
coddle themselves.   
 
Another meaning is ‘easy to be 
had’ and this is certainly 
relevant to a cold.   
 
 
 
 

Viruses lurk on anything a 
sufferer might touch – doors, 
chairs, supermarket trolleys, 
and, supremely, other people.   
 

But there are meanings which 
are certainly not relevant.  
‘Vulgar’ and ‘of low degree’ do 
not apply to the classless far- 
reach of the common cold.  We 
are all equals there.  Every now 
and then a royal commitment is 
cancelled or postponed because 
the Queen or one of her family 
is suffering from a cold.  And it 
won’t be an uncommon cold – 
it’ll be one of ours.   
 
 
 
 

A common cold is the most 
frequent infectious disease in 
human beings, and it has existed 
throughout human history.  
 

 It was described in an Egyptian 
papyrus written before the 
sixteenth century BC.  So when 
you feel the first ominous tickle 
in the throat, or start sneezing 
uncontrollably, remember you 
are in touch with history.  Look 
after yourself tenderly, and, 
most likely, you’ll be better in a 
week’s time.  
 

3 
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Look around at gardens now.  

Notice the tulips?  They play such 

an essential role in the theatre of 

the English garden in its spring and 

summer dramas that you might not 

realise they are immigrants from 

the East.   

 
Wild tulips flourish in the rocky 
wastes that stretch below the great 
mountain ranges of Kazakhstan 
and were collected and bred and 
developed as early as 1000 AD.  
Anna Pavord, a celebrated garden 
writer, describes it as the queen of 
all bulbs, and it certainly enchanted 
the Sultans of the Ottoman Empire.   
 
Tulips might have started as plain 
coloured wild flowers, but their 
petals can flame into mixtures of 
scarlet and crimson and orange, 
yellow, gold – and even brown and 
white.  The Turks loved them.  
Incidentally, the word ‘tulip’ comes 
from a Turkish word for turban.   
 
 

 
They were particularly popular in 
Turkey in the sixteenth century, 
and it was in the following century 
that they travelled west to Europe.  
This was because the Dutch 
Ambassador in Constantinople sent 
some bulbs to a friend 
 in Holland.   
 
The friend, Clusius, was the 
director of the oldest botanical 
garden in Europe.  He developed 
them, and ‘Tulipmania’ hit Holland 
in 1636.  Bulbs changed hands for 
hundreds of guilders; it was said a 
bulb could cost more than a house 
in Amsterdam.   
 
It couldn’t last.  After a year the 
financial craze subsided, but the 
Dutch passion for tulips was well 
rooted and persisted.  Both in 
Turkey and Holland tulips were 
favourite subjects for artists, in 
paintings and tiles, and from this 
we can see how the shapes of 
tulips varied.   
 
 
 

 
The earlier Eastern flowers are slim, 
with pointed petals, like lilies, and the 
later Dutch ones are more rounded.  
Double tulips appeared, some 
bursting with petals, like peonies.  
Some purist experts objected, but 
they are splendid.   
 
At times, well-behaved, disciplined 
tulips will go crazy, and produce 
strange offspring.  The parrot tulips, 
with slashed and curling petals, appear 
in early Dutch paintings.  There they 
are red or yellow, but later breeders 
produced them in green-striped pink, 
named ‘Fantasy’ and purple and 
white, named ‘Sensation’.  Tulip 
breeders, it seems, must live in  
a state of excited expectation.   
 
What new wonder will come?  The 
most recent list of tulip cultivars is 
longer than 5,600 specimens.  The 
Turks have kept their love of the 
flower.  If you ever fly Turkish 
Airlines look at the plane’s fuselage 
– there’s a tulip painted on it. 
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The first miracle performed by Jesus was at Cana, writes Bill Jones.  

I leave it to the theologians to interpret its importance as a sign of the coming 

together of Heaven and Earth, or of the promise of limitless love with the 

coming of the Messiah. What I want to comment on is the way it throws light 

on the times in which it was written. After all, the story of the Wedding at 

Cana is not told in the form of a parable, so we can’t say (as with the Good 

Samaritan, or the Prodigal Son) that this was a made-up story, told to make 

a point. It actually happened. 

 

Jesus turned six stone jars of water into wine. Each jar contained ‘twenty 

or thirty gallons’. If each held twenty-five for the sake of argument, that’s 150 

gallons of wine - enough to fill 511 standard wine bottles. And this was after 

the wine originally ordered for the wedding had run out! Furthermore, we can’t 

claim as some do that when the Bible talks of ‘wine’ it was actually non-

alcoholic fruit-juice. It wasn’t – the guests at this particular party expressed their 

appreciation of the unexpected top-up by remarking on how most hosts produce 

the best wine first, then serve inferior vintages when the guests have become 

drunk. But on this occasion, the best stuff had been kept till the end. We can 

only conclude that the good people of Cana clearly knew how to party! 
        
          The second insight into everyday life is the way in which Jesus reacts to his mother when 

she helpfully explains the difficulty their host is experiencing because the guests have unexpectedly guzzled all the 

wine. “What’s that got to do with me?” he snaps. I can just see her rolling her eyes as she turns to the servants and tells 

them “Just do whatever he says”. What a rare insight into normal family relationships! So often, the accounts of life 

two thousand years ago seem to belong to another era (as, of course, they do) and so have limited bearing on our daily 

lives, until a gifted preacher shows us the relevance. But with Cana we know exactly what’s going on and, apart from 

the small matter of something wondrously miraculous occurring, it sounds pretty normal. I’m waiting for the weekly 

Saga brochure to drop onto my doormat so that I can check out escorted trips to Cana. 
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Ko-Ko’s got a Little  
      Chopping List                            

… and there’s one or two on it 
       who never would be missed … 
 

The Mikado at LBT in May with 
Huddersfield G&S 

 
What is perhaps Gilbert and Sullivan’s most famous comic opera 
needs little introduction ...  And this evergreen work returns to the stage of the Lawrence Batley Theatre 
in May this year. It will, we’re sure,  
return as welcome as ‘The flowers that bloom in the spring.’ 
 
Almost 10 years since he last played the part, and now relaxing in ‘retirement’ (with little else to do!) Ian 
Grange is again taking on the [t]axing role of Ko-Ko, the Lord High Executioner [pictured above]  
 
Why not come along to meet a colourful cast of characters:  The Wand’ring Minstrel, Pooh-Bah (The Lord High 
Everything Else), and Three Little Maids from School. You’ll also encounter such grim, grotesque and gruesome 
folk as The Mikado (Emperor of Japan, himself no less) and Katisha (an elderly lady of ancient lineage with 
somewhat predatory designs on men).   
 
In short, a fun-filled evening (or afternoon) of live theatre: delightful melodies alongside much mirth and 
merriment. Sullivan’s toe-tapping tunes and Gilbert’s witty words add up to classic musical theatre at its very 
best. Comic comment in the topsy-turvy world of an entirely make-believe Japan – indeed a riot of English 
quirkiness that could be set in Harrogate or the Home Counties; in Harrow or Hull, Heckmondwike or indeed 
even Huddersfield.  

               

                                                                                                                     Performances: 
7.15pm each evening 

Wednesday, 16 to                                           
Saturday 19 May                      
plus matinee at                               

2.15pm on Saturday 
 

Tickets: £7.50 - £14.50 [with 

concessions and special offers] 
 

Booking details contact: 
 Helen or Ian: 
01924 493108 

grange.mirfield@ntlworld.com 

or  
LBT Box Office:01484 430528 
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When it comes to the writing of English, ‘their our know rules’ as 
Adrian Mole might have put it. But there are conventions we all 
follow, whilst unaware of their existence. We are indebted to former 
Diocesan Secretary John Roch for drawing our attention to the ‘Book 
of Unwritten Rules’ 
 

RULE 1 
When JRR Tolkien wrote his first story (aged 7!) his mother pointed out to him that we cannot say ‘a green great 
dragon’ – it has to be ‘a great green dragon’. He wondered why and, years later, he still did. It turns out that there is 
an unwritten rule of English that governs the order in which we string our adjectives together. The ranking goes as 
follows: Opinion, Size, Age, Shape, Colour, Origin, Material, Type, Purpose. In The Elements of Eloquence, Mark Forsyth 
writes, “So you can have a lovely little old rectangular green French silver whittling knife. But if you mess with that 
word order in the slightest you’ll sound like a maniac. It’s an odd thing that every English speaker uses that list but 
almost none of us could write it out.” 
 

RULE 2 
This concerns ‘ablaut reduplication’, where in terms such as chit-chat or dilly-dally a word is repeated with an altered 
vowel. The rule is that the change will always go I-A or I-O as in tip-top, clip-clop, King Kong, flip-flop, sing-song, shilly-
shally and so on. So Little Red Riding Hood never meets a ‘Bad Big Wolf’ because that would break the I-A rule. 
 

FIGHT! 
But what happens when the rules clash?  Well, as with any contest, one participant has to come out on top and it 

seems that Rule 2 wins out over Rule 1. According to Rule 1, it really ought to be ‘Bad Big Wolf’ (opinion before size) 

but it just won’t do, though ‘Bad Little Wolf’ is fine. As Forsyth writes: “It’s the law, and, as with the adjectives, you 

knew it even if you didn’t know you knew it. A 
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I was introduced to yoga in the early 70s when I was a young Mum. The slow movement of yoga postures, 
being still and breathing in through the nose and out through the nose and lying down for at least 15 minutes 
at the end of the session didn’t immediately capture my interest.  With young children and other family 
responsibilities, multitasking was my usual order of the day.   We were very fortunate to have an excellent 
yoga teacher, Christine Fennel, in Dewsbury and Batley Adult Education.    
 
Within a few weeks I began to recognise some changes in my health and 
attitude.  Yoga practice has become a way of life and I have been 
involved in teaching yoga with both adults and children for many years. 
 
In 2007 Christ the King attracted me as a possible venue to hold yoga 
classes.  We needed space for a class on Monday and Tuesday evenings 
and for a few years we moved between the worship space and 
community room to fit in with other activities at CtK.  We have always 
felt a warm welcome and   become part of the CtK active community. 
 
The yoga I practise is for ‘today’ and those days have been spread over 
many years and many changes.  I have learnt ways of adapting to the 

changes and make the most of what my life has 
offered.  Yoga practice is slow, graceful and reflective 
and yet is powerful.  It works with all the physical 
systems in the body and has a positive effect on our 
mental and emotional wellbeing.   
 
We all notice we have a particularly good night’s 
sleep on Tuesday.  Yoga is for anyone who wants to 
have a ‘go’; it can be adapted to suit any challenges. I 
describe the yoga we practise as ‘Feet on the ground 
stuff; taking time out to take care of ourselves 
beautifully and keeping our mind on the job.’  You can 
take away little practices that can be slotted into 
everyday life.  For example, when sitting at traffic 
lights, practise the breathing; breathing in through 
your nose and out through your nose; no need to 
close your eyes just watch for the green light – and I 
bet you will smile or chuckle at yourself because 
anyone around will have no idea what you are up to.. 
. . . . . ! 
 
 
 

 

We now have a class on Tuesday morning 

and Tuesday evening.  Do get in touch if 

you think you would like to join us or 

return to practising Yoga in a group. 
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When Methodist Homes was founded 75 years ago a debate 

took place about its name, writes Chris Swift.   
 

As leading figures reflected on 

the various options, what might 

seem like a small 

rearrangement of letters 

pictured two very different 

future.  Either it was going to be 

‘Homes for Aged Methodists’ or 

‘Methodist Homes for the 

Aged’.  If it had been the former 

I probably wouldn’t be working 

for the organisation - and in all 

likelihood it would be a niche 

charity with a few care homes 

dotted across England.  Yet, 

having resolved to be 

‘Methodist Homes for the Aged’, 

this charity now has an annual 

turnover exceeding £200 million 

and will open its 90th care home 

in March. 

 

One of the features which 

marks out MHA in the care of 

older people is a commitment 

to spiritual wellbeing.  Every 

home, and each collection of 

retirement living 

accommodation, has its one 

chaplain.  These chaplains are 

not usually full-time but in 

some instances they are - 

especially when providing care 

across two MHA homes in close 

proximity.  In my role as 

Director of Chaplaincy & 

Spirituality I manage 8 regional 

chaplains who are responsible 

for another 130 chaplains of 

many different traditions.  This 

gives you some idea of the scale 

of MHA’s operation, with 

accommodation spread across 

England, Scotland and Wales. 

 

 

 

 

Alongside spiritual care MHA 

has also pioneered the use of 

music therapists to support 

those suffering with dementia.  

The charity is now the largest 

single employer of music 

therapists in the UK and the 

benefit of music in our homes 

has been demonstrated in 

research and feedback.  With 

an ageing population MHA has 

also wanted to help those who 

live in the community to remain 

active and connected with 

others.  We have a ‘Live at 

Homes’ programme which 

started 25 years ago and now 

spans a wide range of 

communities.  There are 

schemes in Leeds and Bradford, 

providing lunch clubs, singing 

groups, computer classes and 

much more.  It’s an exciting 

part of MHA’s work and we 

have been piloting chaplaincy 

to a few ‘Live at Homes’ 

schemes with considerable 

success. 

 

A major revelation of my new 

role has been the acquisition of 

a better knowledge of the care 

home sector as a whole.  It 

looks a bit like health care 

before the NHS.  Lots of 

independent providers; some 

with shareholders and the need 

for a return on investment; not-

for-profit companies; and 

charities. It raises interesting 

questions about the strategic 

provision of care. Are homes 

built primarily where there is 

need or where there is money? 

 
 

 

As you might guess from the 

above, a lot has changed since 

MHA’s founder, the Rev Walter 

Hall, pestered the Methodist 

conference into submission in 

1943.  Looking back it seems 

remarkable that in a time of 

war Walter was adamant that 

more needed to be done to 

help those who were later in 

life and needed support.  As a 

minister in London he served 

those he described as ‘one 

piece of bad luck away from the 

workhouse’.  A lot has changed 

since Walter’s day and now 

over 50% of MHA residents 

record their religious affiliation 

as ‘Church of England’ with 

relatively few Methodists 

working among the 7,000 staff.  

However, the charity continues 

to enjoy significant support 

from the Methodist Church. 

 

As an executive director I’m 

not only involved with 

chaplaincy but I also help to 

ensure that MHA remains true 

to its values and purpose.  The 

leadership team meets 

regularly and we strive to 

ensure that we continue to 

improve the lives of older 

people inspired by Christian 

concern.  It’s a role I’m enjoying 

and, in case anyone is worried 

that my Anglicanism might be 

imperilled, I have the pleasure 

of attending morning prayer at 

Derby Cathedral several times a 

week: it’s just across the river 

from our head office. 
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By Mildred  
J Butterworth 

 
“From early times the Christian 

Church has celebrated those in whom it has seen, with particular clarity, the power of God to transform human 
lives - those who first heard Jesus’ teaching and followed his call, those who received the Holy Spirit at Pentecost 
and carried forward the Church’s mission in its beginnings, and those who have succeeded and been inspired by 
them in subsequent generations.” 
Common Worship: Festivals, p1, copyright © The Archbishops’ Council, 2008 
 

“No Christian is solitary. Through baptism we become members one of another in Christ, members of a company 
of saints whose mutual belonging transcends death”. 
Common Worship: Times and Seasons, p537, copyright © The Archbishops’ Council, 2008 
 

Saints have been included in the 
liturgical calendar since the 2nd 
century. Initially these were 
observances of the ‘year’s mind’ of 
local martyrs.  The dedication of 
churches began in the same way, 
when churches were built over the 
tombs of martyrs. Opinions and 
beliefs about prayer to the saints 
vary along a spectrum which goes 
from believing that, as part of that 
company of saints, we can ask 
them to pray for us just as we can 
ask any friend alive today, to 
thinking that it is communicating 
with the dead and forbidden in the 
Bible.  
 

The Church of England 
‘commemorates’ saints. Some of 
our Eucharistic Prayers include, 
‘with [N and] all the saints’ but our 
liturgy doesn’t include prayer to 
them.  We are, however, a ‘broad 
church’ so, depending on which 
church we were in, we could hear 
the Rosary and Prayer to the 

Saints, or we could find that that 
they aren’t mentioned at all.  
 

When it comes to prayer we are 
often like Brits going abroad and 
eating only fish and chips.  We are 
formed by our up-bringing as well 
as our own explorations as we 
mature as Christians and can be 
suspicious of things which take us 
away from our comfort zones and 
usual practice. 
 

Many years ago I had to tell a 
family that a young woman had a 
rare and terminal form of cancer.  
One of the nurses, knowing it was 
going to be difficult, told me she 
had prayed five decades of the 
Rosary for me before coming to 
work.  We are often taught to 
“pray as we can and not as we 
can’t”. I don’t use the Rosary but 
was very moved by my colleague’s 
prayer for me.   

Asking for Mary’s intercessions was 
her way of bringing her concern for 
me to God. 
 

I’m similarly moved when seeing 
members of Orthodox churches 
venerate icons - looking through 
the depiction of a saint to see the 
‘prototype’ in heaven.  I like 
painting icons. Learning about the 
person I’m trying to represent by 
prayer and Bible reading alongside 
painting him/her is a deeply 
prayerful exercise - but never 
expect my icons to be ‘venerated’ 
by others. 
 

My personal preference is not to 
pray to the saints or Mary.  Having 
experimented with them I decided 
they weren’t for me - but certainly 
wouldn’t condemn anyone for 
doing so. The important thing is 
that we keep praying, however we 
do it.  The church, the world, our 
families and neighbours all need 
our prayers - and we need theirs. 
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Robert Boyle was, by any reckoning, a serious scientist. Born almost 400 years ago, 

he has been described as the ‘Father of modern chemistry.’ One of the first to 

transform the study of science into an experimental discipline, he also 

championed the concept that all discoveries should be published, not withheld 

for personal profit and power--a common practice at the time. He studied under 

Galileo and was instrumental in forming the Royal Society in 1663. Boyle and 

his research assistant Robert Hooke expounded on the design and construction 

of Otto von Guericke's air pump to create the "Machina Boyliana." In 1660, he 

published New Experiments Physico-Mechanical, Touching the Spring of the 

Air, and its Effects Made, for the most part, in a New Pneumatical Engine.  

His response to critics of this work included the first mention of the law that 

the volume of a 

gas varies 

inversely to the 

pressure of the 

gas, known to 

physicists today as "Boyle's 

Law." In 1661, he criticized the traditional 

alchemists of the day, and laid the foundation for the 

atomic theory of matter in The Sceptical Chymist, 

the cornerstone work for modern chemistry. 

 
 

 

In addition to his scientific research, Boyle 

diligently studied the Bible, and produced many books 

and essays on religion. Along with the Greek he acquired in childhood, he learned Hebrew, Cyriac, and 

Chaldee just so that he could read the texts first hand. His faith drove his experimental studies, as evidenced 

in his published works, and he believed that science and scripture exist in harmony. Conflicts between science 

and the Bible, he believed, were either due to a mistake in science or an incorrect interpretation of Scripture. 

His 1681 work A Discourse of Things Above Reason stressed the limitations of reason, which he maintained 

should not be allowed to judge what God's revelation could or could not do. He believed the attributes of God 

can be seen by studying nature scientifically and that God’s wisdom is observed in creation. He explained this 

belief in the following words: 

“When with bold telescopes I survey the old and newly discovered stars and planets and  
when with excellent microscopes I discern the unimitable subtility of nature's curious 
workmanship; and when, in a word, by the help of anatomical knives, and the light of 
chymical furnaces, I study the book of nature, I find myself oftentimes reduced to exclaim 
with the Psalmist, How manifold are Thy works, O Lord! in wisdom hast Thou made them all!” 
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Perhaps the most fascinating thing about this 

extraordinary man for us today is the discovery of his 

‘wish list’ – or predictions of things to come as a result    

 of the advancement of scientific learning. 

 

Aeroplanes, organ transplants, scratch-and-sniff 

paper, submarines, genetically modified crops, 

psychedelic drugs, scuba diving, sleeping tablets, 

pain killers, engine-propelled ships, false teeth and 

the prolongation of life, are among the twenty-four 

developments he identified. 

 

The predictions are extraordinary because all 

but a few of the 24 have come true. They were 

written at a time dominated by magic and 

religious superstitions and before the word 

‘science’ was even coined. Professor Jonathan 

Ashmore, a fellow of the Royal Society, said:  

 

''Boyle's predictions on the future of 

science are quite remarkable. His 

hopes for the cure of diseases by 

transplantation and drugs to appease 

pain and aid sleep have both become 

inherent features of contemporary 

medicine and yet these were 

predictions he was making over 300 

years ago.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

AN ADVERT 
OF THIS SIZE 
COSTS JUST 

£45 

TO GO IN 
EVERY ISSUE 

OF BUZZ  
FOR A YEAR 

CALL  
01924  

493 108 
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PALM SUNDAY, HOLY WEEK 
& EASTER at Christ the King 

    
   Palm Sunday, March 25th    
   8am Holy Communion 
   10am Parish Eucharist with Procession of Palms 
 

   Monday in Holy Week, March 26th  
   7.30pm Communion 
  

   Tuesday in Holy Week, March 27th  
   Evening Service 7.30pm 
 

   Wednesday in Holy Week, March 28th  
   Holy Communion 10am 
 

   Maundy Thursday, March 29th 
    7.30pm Maundy Thursday Communion with  
   The Revd Dr.Hayley Matthews 
 

   Good Friday, March 30th  
   10am -11.30am Butterflies: Stories, songs & Easter   
    Crafts + ‘Eastingle’ – a very short service with Hot   
    Cross Buns. Children of all ages welcome. 
   
   2pm An hour at the Foot of the Cross with The Revd      
   Dr.Hayley Matthews 
 

   Holy Saturday, March 31st   
   7.30pm Easter Vigil Service 
   With the Revd Dr. Hayley Matthews 
 

   EASTER DAY, April 1st  
   8am Holy Communion 
   10am Parish Eucharist  
   With the Revd Dr. Hayley Matthews 
 

Come celebrate the greatest event  
in the history of the world! 

15 

Clocks  
Forwards  

March 
25th 

15 
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‘When are we going? 

In April 2010, a text from me to Bill 
Jones (after finishing his book 
‘School for the Serengeti’) read as 
follows: ‘When are we going?’ I 
was so moved and inspired by his 
book that I just couldn’t wait to go 
and, as people say, 
to be ‘Mara-nated’. Little did I know then that this would begin the process of a deep affiliation with the people and 
culture of this part of the African continent which led to me being asked by the Bishop of Wakefield to become the 
new Tanzania Link Officer for Leeds Diocese. Of course, I said ‘yes’ -  who wouldn’t? 
 

What will it involve? 
 

I am already discovering that it does embrace quite a lot more than I anticipated. My email inbox seems to have tripled 
in the last month. I am kept in the loop and asked questions about all the different projects, activities that our Link 
includes, such as Water for Life, Issenye, Bunda School and College, Isseco Health Centre and Mugumu Safe House, to 
name but a few. I also receive emails from the Link Officers in the Dioceses of Mara, Rorya, and Tarime about their 
needs and concerns.  
 

At this stage I am not sure how often I will be expected to go across to Tanzania nor what focus such visits will take. 
Currently I am in the process of organising a party of 16 on a visit this July, which involves a lot of time and 
communication between the group itself and my counterparts in Tanzania. 
 

Each of my predecessors has had their own focus and, in some regards, developed their own interests along the way 
which has given direction to the Tanzania Link Committee. What I am working on, with others, is our Parish Links. We 
are working out which links are still active, and which have become dormant over the years. We are hoping to bring 
over the three link officers from Rorya, Tarime and Mara in the Autumn to revitalise links that may have gone quiet 
and to strengthen those fully engaged.  
 

How does it feel? 

 

I am very excited by this opportunity. It was a role 
that began as a half-time post but now, as with 
many things in the church, it is an ‘add-on’ to my 
existing duties and responsibilities. It is an add-on 
which I will relish, secure in the knowledge that I am 
fortunate to be Vicar of a church which has not only 
always been supportive of our links, but which also 
values the relationships formed by them, and allows 
me space to develop my ministry outside the 
bounds of the parish. 

 

Maggie McLean 
Tanzania Link Officer 

                                                                                                                                       (But still Vicar of Battyeford, of course) 

Maggie with Headmaster Joseph Nyamgoncho at Issenye, 2011…… 

….and with the Revd Grace, at Bunda, the same year 
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Mugumu Safe House 
Located in Mugumu, about thirty miles along a rock-
strewn ‘road’ from our link school of Issenye, there is 
a safe haven for girls fleeing female genital mutilation, 
commonly known as FGM.  
 
Although it is illegal in Tanzania, FGM is still practised 
in some areas and by certain tribes, who regard it as a 
traditional rite of passage for their young women. 
 
As well as receiving food and shelter, the girls at the 
Safe House attend classes where they learn English to 
help them enter secondary education. They also learn 
tailoring and craft skills which will help them make 
their way in the world whether or not they later 
become reconciled with their families after running 
away from home to enrol at the Safe House. 
 
The long-term aim, however is to re-educate the 
families who still favour FGM and persuade them that 
such an outdated and barbaric practice has no place 
in the modern world. To this end the Mara Diocesan  
Safe House team spend long hours in the community 
trying to change minds.  
 
After a great start, the Safe House is now 
experiencing funding issues, having lost the support 
of the Britain Tanzania Society which has moved on to 
fund other worthy causes across the country. 
 
Any Lenten Contribution we can make will be sent 
directly to the Diocese of Mara through our well-
established and audited system. Gift-Aid envelopes 
are available for those able to make use of them. 
 

Batley Food Bank 
BATLEY FOOD BANK works from Batley Town Hall, 
and is run entirely by volunteers. They collect food 
from the public, as well as from local businesses, and 
redistribute it to families in need, providing enough 
for a whole family for three meals a day for a week.  
 
The Food Bank caters for anyone in need in the 
Batley area – including Mirfield. Clients may only gain 
access to it services through referral by a church, 
doctor, social worker or other responsible body. 
 
There will be a box in church during Lent where we 
can place food gifts which will be taken to the Food 
Bank each week.  
 

ITEMS REQUESTED INCLUDE: 
 

TEA BAGS + COFFEE + SUGAR + BISCUITS  
RICE + SOUP +  UHT MILK +  CEREALS + JAM 
RICE PUDDING + STOCK-CUBES +  SPREADS   
NUTELLA + CUSTARD + PASTA SAUCE [But 
not pasta, please]  
 
TINNED GOODS     
[Ring-pull tins preferred] 
SOUP + BEANS + TOMATOES + MEAT + FISH 

KIDNEY BEANS + POTATOES  +  SPAGHETTI 
 

 

Lenten contributions to both these causes will make a difference, and will be received with grateful thanks. 
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On Tuesday, 30 January 2018 CtK Luncheon Club 
had a tenth birthday party! Members were joined 
by current and former volunteers to mark this ten 
year milestone. Hors d’oeuvres, a main course 
and birthday cake with a choice of beverages 
saw the Community Hall a buzz on this special 
day.  
 
Members expressed heartfelt praise and thanks to all the volunteers past 
and present in providing super food, such warm hospitality and transport to so many people 
week by week.  All the helpers present said that they really enjoyed their involvement. And the thankyous 
were very much appreciated. A chorus of ‘Happy Birthday CtK Luncheon Club’, and toasts all round brought 
a memorable event to a fitting end.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            A WORD OF CAUTION!  
Our much-valued luncheon club, staffed entirely by unpaid volunteers, is now in real need of 

new helpers if it is to carry on in its present form, which we all want.  What we need are:   

Cooks, Kitchen Assistants, Drivers.  Please call 01924  493 108  if you can help. 
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Messy Church in February had a Pancake theme. We had an 
alternative pancake race with newspaper pancakes and beaters! 
We used junk modelling as a way of thinking about how rubbish or 
messy things can be made into something useful. Some amazing 
ideas came out of this! I went on to talk about how we may throw 
away empty boxes that are no longer of any use to us or broken 
things that no longer work but isn't it amazing that God doesn't 

throw us away.  When we feel empty or broken by things we 
have done or things that have been done to us that cause 
anger or hurt, God holds us, and finds a way to use these 
experiences to shape our lives.  
 

                                                                                                       Through this we can grow as Christians and support one 
another in love and understanding. As a people we can 
come together and become stronger, we can share our "re-
modelling" with others who don't yet know the Master 
Builder - God.  We then finished with delicious pancakes! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
I have also attended a Day Conference on Messy Church at 
Wakefield Cathedral on Saturday 3rd February. This was a 
fantastic opportunity for me to gain a greater 
understanding of the Messy Church model and to meet 
others who run successful Messy Churches. 
 

 

 

 

‘Messy Church’ is a different way of ‘being church’. 

Started by the Bible Reading Fellowship (BRF) in 2004, 

there are now more than 3,000 Messy Churches registered, 

including ours here at CTK. The BRF estimates that more 

than 500,000 people attend a Messy Church each month. 
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1. What is the French word for Spring?       

2. Approximately how many Spring tides are there each year?    

3. Which country celebrates their cherry blossom in Spring ?  

4. What is the name of the Roman goddess of spring?  

5. Who said “The spring has sprung, the grass is rizz. I wonder where them birdies is?”   

6. Which musician has the nickname ‘The Boss’? 

7. What is the first day of Spring called?     

8. Who composed the Rite of Spring?    

9. Approximately when does the Spring Equinox fall in Australia? 

10. In which children’s Disney film does 'Rite of Spring' appear?  

11. In which U.S. state is the city of Palm Springs located?   

12. What pre-compressed spring toy can travel down stairs on its own?   

13. Which singer sang ‘I Only Want To Be With You’ in 1963?        

14. What is the length of the day at the Spring Equinox?    

15. What is the Hindu Spring festival called? 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 

By Sheena Grylls – Our Children’s Worker 

Old Bank Primary 
At the beginning of December we considered the subject of 
community and what people need within that.  The children 
thought of shops, hospital, police and a number of the children 
suggested a church as being very important.  We made our own 

Cereal Box City and our photo shows the results. 
 
We've also been discussing hope using the story of Noah and the Ark and trust, telling the story of 
Jesus walking on water, which led to a fantastic discussion on faith - whether we could trust Jesus, 
with one boy concluding that if Peter trusted Jesus he must have seen things that gave him a reason 
to and so we could too. 
 

Battyeford Primary 
This half term at Battyeford we have been thinking about hope 
Hope is about having positive thoughts, believing in yourself and 
using your imagination to paint a vivid picture of what you want to 
achieve. I told the story of Noah and the Ark, Noah had hope that 
God would save the animals and his family so that the world 
would continue after the flood and that the rainbow was a sign of 
the promise of a good future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We continue to have large numbers 

attending the CtK Lunch Club, with 23 

attending in KS1 and 8 in KS2. We have 

considered themes such as making good 

choices, teamwork and creation through 

music and drama! 

 

Jam* Plus 
Jam Plus restarted in January, each 
month we are thinking about the different 
Fruits of the Spirit, so far looking at Love 
and Joy. This is a great time for Bible 
study and discussion with our youth. 
 
*JAM = Jesus and 
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In what has been hailed as one of the most dramatic services ever seen at Ripon Cathedral, Helen-Ann 
Hartley became the new Area Bishop of Ripon on Sunday, February 4th.  It was standing room only in the 
packed cathedral, and the congregation was joined by Maori clergy who had travelled some 12,00 miles from 
New Zealand to hand her over. Several hundred clergy and lay people from across Ripon Episcopal Area and 
beyond were there to welcome her, including Maureen & Bill Jones from Christ the King, who were also 
present at her installation as Bishop of Waikato & Taranaki in 2014. 
 

Civic dignitaries present included the Lord Lieutenant of North Yorkshire, Mayors from across the region, 
and community representatives. Leading the service were 
the Bishop of Leeds, the Rt Revd Nick Baines, the 
Archbishop of York, the Most Revd Dr John Sentamu, and 
the Dean of Ripon, the Very Revd John Dobson. 
 

Despite the presence of such august personages, the stars 
were undoubtedly the Maori priests who had brought her 
over from New Zealand, and who threatened to take her 
back if we don’t look after her! As they entered the 
cathedral through the west door, their full-throated 
incantations, reminiscent of the fiercest of Maori Haka 
face-offs, helped us to believe it was no idle threat. 
 

 Noses and foreheads were pressed together as the 
visitors exchanged the traditional ‘hongi’ greeting 

with Bishop Helen-Ann, then with the Archbishop of York, the Bishop of Leeds, and the Dean of Ripon. The 
service was called ‘The Investiture, Installation and Welcome of Bishop Helen-Ann Hartley’.  First of all, she 
was sworn into office, made her oaths of obedience and was installed by the Dean. Then there was a less 
formal welcome, as young people led the service with music and prayers. 
  

In her sermon, Bishop Helen-Ann said she was touched to see those who had travelled half-way around the 
world to be at the service. “It is a measure of the depths of connection, and bonds of affection across the 
Anglican Communion that you are here today, and I am moved beyond words,” she said. 
 

After the service the Archbishop of York, Dr John Sentamu, commented, “We have a bishop who cares, a 
bishop who is a good teacher, a good communicator and has a very, very warm heart. And her husband, 
Myles, is a church organist, so they are getting two for the price of one!”  
 

Bishop Helen-Ann is the first woman trained as a priest in the Church of England to become a bishop. She is 
also our youngest bishop, but as her academic qualifications bear witness, she has not let the grass grow 
under her feet. We welcome her! 
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Footnote: Ripon Episcopal Area is the largest in the diocese, dwarfing Leeds, Wakefield, Bradford and Huddersfield combined 
with its 1,580 square miles of lovely countryside. Waikato & Taranaki, however, has 10,415 square miles……. equally lovely! 
 



 

 

 

Asks Nigel Day 
Now, you probably all know (who doesn’t?) that it was the First Council of 
Nicea in AD 325 (who else?) which determined that Easter Day should fall on 
the first Sunday after the first full moon following the vernal equinox, and you 
probably also know that Easter is named after the Saxon goddess of light and 
rebirth, Eostre, whose festival was celebrated in pre-Christian times during 
spring. But we know almost nothing about her and her rites, and what little 
we do know comes from the venerable Bede. 
 

In AD 595, Pope Gregory sent a 
mission to England of 40 monks, 
led by a Benedictine prior from 
Rome named Augustine. They 
were charged with converting the 
pagan English to Christianity, but 
Gregory strongly advised 
Augustine to allow the outward 
form of the old heathen festivals 
to remain intact, but wherever 
possible, to superimpose Christian 
ceremony and doctrine upon 
them.  
 

This was a daunting task. 
Augustine knew that the 
indigenous Britons were animists, 
believing that every plant, tree, 
hill, stream, etc. had its own soul 
and guardian spirit which had to 
be placated if anything was 
disturbed, and that their Anglo 
Saxon overlords worshipped 
savage, Germanic gods and 
goddesses. He and his monks 
were terrified at the task and 
applied many times for permission 
to return. All requests were 
refused. When they eventually 
stumbled into Canterbury, 
however, they found that 
Gregory’s advice had been very 
shrewd. He had gambled that the 
superstitious Anglo Saxons would 
not object too strongly if the 
seasonal festivals of the pagan 
calendar were Christianised, as 
long as the ancient celebrations 
remained unchanged. 

 Gradually over time, the main 
pagan festivals became feasts 
honouring Christ, or saints. 
 

For example, Imbole (2nd February) 
celebrated the first sign of new 
growth and the lactating of ewes: 
this became Candlemas, the Feast 
of the Purification of the Virgin 
Mary. The 12 day winter festival of 
Yule, of course, became the 
celebration of Christ’s birth, and 
the autumn festival of Sam-hain 
which marked the ending of the 
light and the start of the “dark”,  
or dead part of the year became 
All Souls’ night followed by  
All Saints’ Day. 
 

But what of Bede and Easter? 
Well, he referred to the Saxons 
worshipping Eostre in De 
Temporum Ratione (AD 725), in 
which he also mentioned that the 
Old English name for her month – 
Eostur-monað – was now called 
Paschal month. He stated that in 
that month the Anglo Saxons used 
to hold feasts in honour of Eostre. 
However, almost nothing is known 
about Eostre and this is the ONLY 
reference which exists to such a 
tradition in pagan England, 
circumstances which have led 
some scholars to suspect that 
Bede invented the whole thing. 
This is unlikely. For a start, Bede 
was born in AD 672, a time when 
the names of the Saxon gods and 
goddesses would still have been 
 

well known as this was still within 
the early stages of Christianisation, 
and many scholars have noted 
that it would be highly unlikely 
that the venerable father of 
English history would have 
invented a goddess of that name.  
 

Furthermore, there is a clear 
etymological link to Ostara, or 
Austra, the spring goddess 
worshipped by the Germanic 
tribes of Northern Europe, whose 
cult was verified in 1958 by the 
discovery in Germany of a horde 
of votive offerings dedicated to 
the goddess dating from the 2nd 
century AD. Also, it cannot have 
escaped your notice that we take 
our name for the compass point, 
East, from the word Easter, and 
that is the point from which the 
sun rises, bringing new light every 
day. 
 
But, the clinching argument, for 
me, is that of all the pagan 
festivals assimilated into the 
Christian calendar, it is the only 
one which retains its name. This 
suggests that it was the one 
festival so entrenched in pagan 
tradition and psychology that, 
although the resurrection of Christ 
is the most important, defining 
moment of the Christian year, the 
Church did not attempt to change 
its name - Easter. 
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Gerald wasn’t too worried when he forgot 
his password. It had happened before. 

Mild alarm set in as he failed a second time. 
Would he have to get a man in again? 

 
 

Someone had told him your hard drive melts 
if you get it wrong three times…. ….but finally everything clicked into place. 
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