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Yes, it’s November, so let us examine the origins of our annual immolation of a 

Catholic terrorist’s effigy on 5th November. We are all aware of the story of Guy 

Fawkes’ attempt to blow up Parliament, and that the lighting of celebratory 

November bonfires seems to have started as early as 1605 once the Gunpowder Plot 

was foiled. However, the earliest effigies on the fire were usually those of the Pope and 

the Devil, burned on Gunpowder Treason Day, as it used to be known. In 1677, one 

particularly grisly Pope effigy had its belly filled with live cats which “squalled 

most hideously as soon as they felt the fire,” which shows that not only was the 

tradition of Catholic effigy burning by then well-established, but that it was also 

getting rather out of hand. Indeed, in 1683 bonfires and fireworks were banned 

as liable to cause civil disruption. The tradition was revived with the accession 

of William of Orange in 1688, and over the next two centuries November 5th 

became Guy Fawkes’ Night and the effigies burned were of the traitor himself. 

So far, so familiar. But, there is evidence to suggest that the tradition of lighting bonfires upon this familiar date is linked 
to older, pagan customs. Thomas Hardy’s The Return of the Native opens with a vivid depiction of the lighting of 
November 5th bonfires in the West Country, which he describes as “lineal descendants from jumbled Druidicial rites and 
Saxon ceremonies.” Hardy was steeped in the folklore of the region he called Wessex, but was he right? We know that 
the ancient Celts divided their year into two seasons: the light and the dark. The former, known as Beltane, began 
around the 1st of May, while the second, Samhain, around October 31st.  
 

The Celtic day, like that of Jewish and Christian tradition, began at night because it was believed that in the darkness, 
new life would emerge, similar to seed stirring beneath the ground. The most magical time of this festival was 
November Eve, which Christians appropriated as All Hallows’ Eve, or Hallowe’en. In the country year, Samhain was the 
first day of winter, when herders led cattle and sheep to shelter from their summer pastures and those destined for the 
table were slaughtered. This was also the date by which all harvest should be gathered in before the November faeries 
blighted every living thing with their breath. It is believed that feasting and the lighting of fires took place at this time of 
year before communities settled down to endure the ravages of winter darkness. Indeed, the word “bonfire” comes 
from “bone-fire”, the Celtic custom of throwing animal bones into the fire to ward off evil spirits. Hardy’s confident 
assertion seems, on the face of it, therefore, plausible. 
 

Unfortunately, however, in England there is no evidence to support it. There are no records in either Medieval or Tudor 
England of autumn or winter bonfires, although ritual bonfires were traditionally lit at mid-summer, and the lighting of 
the Yule Log at Christmas probably has its origins in pagan mid-winter celebrations. On the other hand, long before the 
Gunpowder Plot, bonfires were lit on the hill-tops of Wales, Ireland and Scotland, countries much closer to their Celtic 
origins. In 1793, Sir John Sinclair wrote in his Statistical Account of Scotland that in the Highlands bonfires used to be lit 
and consecrated cakes baked and eaten on November 1st and 1st May, while in Wales the autumnal fire was called Coel 
Coeth and celebrated with ceremonies such as throwing nuts in the fire, apple bobbing and biting apples suspended 
from strings. Sound familiar? 
 

Furthermore, even the parkin and toffee of November 5th may be ancestral memories of the cakes formerly offered on 
November 1st in pagan times. At Hallowe’en “soul cakes”, a kind of oatmeal cake, used to be given to the poor in Catholic 
Lancashire, and Yorkshire parkin may be a development of the soul cake. In parts of Yorkshire up to the mid-20th century, 
Halloween used to be called “cake-night”, and an old custom in all parts of the country was “going a-soul-ing”, or 
begging for soul cakes, rather in the manner of wassailing at Christmas and New Year. Moreover, in remote parts of the 
highlands and Western Ireland it used to be customary for cakes to be baked for the souls of the dead on All Hallows 
Eve, that being the only night upon which they could speak and eat.  
It is plain that, throughout the centuries, pagan and Christian beliefs and celebrations have intertwined, and from 31st 
October to 5th November, they have become almost impossible to tease out from one another. The roots of British folk-
custom often lie in our pre-history and have a habit of surfacing in the oddest places and the strangest ways. 
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Richard the Lionheart – how English can you get!  

We may remember Richard I as a chivalrous king, 

battling Saladin during the Crusades, and for his meeting 

with Robin Hood, who famously bent his knee to the 

‘rightful king’ in Sherwood Forest. But, despite being 

born in Oxford, in 1157, Richard spent a mere six 

months of his life in England and historians now believe 

that he may not even have spoken English! 

 

At that time, 860 years ago, half of England was owned by 

a network of 200 related Anglo-Norman families. In the 

century since the Norman Conquest, followers of William the 

Conqueror migrated to Britain (ie came over ‘ere) and 

married noble Anglo-Saxon women to form a new French-

speaking aristocracy. It is thought that Richard spoke both 

French and Occitan (also known as Provençal) the language  

                                                                   of Languedoc in southern France. English was for peasants! 

 

But did he meet Robin Hood? 
 

Whether Richard met the legendary outlaw Robin Hood in Sherwood 

Forest, we do not know, but film buffs call him ‘Richard of the Last 

Reel’ because he appears at the end of every Robin Hood film as the 

heroic, and supposedly victorious, crusader monarch returning to 

punish treacherous Prince John and the wicked Sheriff of 

Nottingham.  The truth is that, having insulted and alienated most of 

his Christian allies while on crusade against Saladin, Richard was unable 

to return to his kingdom except by sneaking in disguise through the 

territory of the Duke of Austria, one of the many enemies he had made 

in the Holy Land. But he was caught, and handed over to the German 

emperor, who demanded a huge ransom for his liberation from 

mainland Europe. (Think Brexit ‘divorce bill’.) The familiar legend of 

‘Good King Richard’ originated as a PR campaign by his mum, Eleanor 

of Aquitaine, who had to find a way of persuading the citizens of the 

Plantagenet empire to stump up the crippling ransom.  

  

He was a good Christian, though? 

 

Well…. at the time, he was considered prone to the sins 

of lust, pride, greed, and 

above all excessive cruelty. Ralph of Coggeshall, a 

Cistercian monk and historian, summarising Richard's 

career, declared that the king was one of ‘the immense 

cohort of sinners’. And he was criticised by clergy 

chroniclers for having taxed the clergy both for the 

Crusade and for his ransom. The clergy were exempt 

from tax at this time so they did have a bit of an axe to 

grind.  

 

Richard claimed the moral and religious high ground, 

however, by adopting the proud motto ‘Dieu et mon 

droit’ (God and my right) for himself. It has endured to 

this day in the royal arms of the English monarchy, and 

we can’t help but note that it’s in French! 
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THE CHARITY 
ACross Country is a charity which uses 
the great outdoors to encourage 
social and spiritual growth and 
recuperation. It prides itself on 
working with people, and its 
programmes are tailored to the 
requirements of each individual. It 
aims to bring the outdoors to people 
and bring people to the outdoors, 
empowering them in many different 
ways.  As its name implies, ACross 
Country is a Christian organisation, 
but its clientele comes from a variety 
of ethnic and religious backgrounds. 
Bill Jones went to meet Sam Crook, 
one of its two founding members. The 
other is her husband, Simon, who is 
Curate of St Peter’s, Huddersfield. 
 

THE VISION 
Sam and Simon’s vision arose from three years of 
community living at Bekezela Adventure Farm in South 
Africa. In Sam’s own words, “Things were never the same 
again!” They came back to Britain and began the task of 
setting up an English version of their South African 
experience. What they do sounds simple – they take 
people for walks. But then, there are people, and there 
are walks. 
  
 

 
 
THE PEOPLE 
Those currently catered for are recruited from St 
Augustine’s Centre in Halifax, which presently has more 
than 500 asylum seekers, refugees, and others from 46 
countries on its books. A typical ACross Country group may 
have as many as 14 different nationalities and languages all 
working out the best way to say “after you” when they 
reach a stile! 
 

THE WALKS 
The walks are taxing, and may even involve the odd abseil! 
North Yorkshire is the charity’s playground, and the wilder 
the better so that the walkers can put the comforts of 
civilisation behind them. For many of the refugees, this is 
nothing new, as they have already endured perilous 
journeys across Europe. The difference is that, now, they 
are in safe hands, without fear of exploitation…….and a hot 
meal and shelter await them at the end of each day. 
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THE EVANGELISM 
The charity’s approach to evangelism is based on the views of the Dutch 
scholar, Hans Rookmaaker, who famously declared “Jesus didn’t come to 
make us Christian. Jesus came to make us fully human.” And so, the ACross 
Country weekends follow the example of Jesus, walking alongside people, 
spending time with outcasts, relaxing and sharing food with them, listening 
to their stories, and showing them where God fits into everything. 
 

THE DREAM 
ACross Country wants to do more. The dream is to acquire a permanent base 
that will welcome both groups and individuals to stay and join in life with 
them. The ACross Country Centre will be rural and homely with an emphasis 
on real family living and the coming together of indoor and outdoor life. The 
ideal property will be fairly isolated without being too bleak in the winter 
months. It will be close to wild, open countryside. It will also have access to 
woodland and water - either a river or lake. 
 

THE OPPORTUNITIES 
ACross Country welcomes volunteers – especially climbing trained – and is 
also looking for patrons and trustees. To find out more about what they do, 
how to help, or to donate, contact them directly at 10, The Dell, Huddersfield, 
West Yorkshire, HD2 2FD. Tel: 01484 317719.  
 

email: enquiries@acrosscountry.org.uk 
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’Every Cloud has a Silver Lining” 
 

This proverb comes from a pre-flying era, writes Dorothy Kyne.   
We know  now that every cloud has a fluffy, sunny upper 
surface, swirls and puffs of  dazzling white, like a celestial 
trifle.   But, like our ancestors, we know the lower surfaces 
and their infinite variety.   
 
According to my dictionary, cloud means ‘A mass of fog, 
consisting  
of minute particles of water, often in a frozen state, 
floating in the  
atmosphere.’  It then goes on for half the page to cover the 
myriad uses and implications and variants of clouds.  
‘Cloud-cuckoo-land’ is  
particularly charming.   
 
The word ‘cloud’ is from Old English, which we might have 
guessed as Old English weather is probably  
not significantly different from current weather.  In 1803, Luke 
Howard, published a book called ‘The  
Modifications of Clouds’ and his classification of clouds is still followed broadly today. I won’t go  
into the refinements of cumulus, cirrus, nimbus etc, because I am ill-equipped for the task.  I can, however  
give a glimpse into the riches gifted by clouds to art and poetry.  When I see, in Mirfield, high puffy clouds  
 against a clear blue sky, they seem incomplete without lounging nymphs and goddesses and impertinent   
cherubs disporting themselves, as on a Venetian palazzo ceiling.  Or, more suitably, a Virgin ascendant, pious  
eyes upraised, to the golden heavens illuminating the clouds. We might not all see nymphs and angels, but  
 I think most of us have seen shapes in clouds since childhood. 
 
In Shakespeare’s ‘Antony and Cleopatra’ the hero, near the end of his life, reflects on clouds. 

 

‘Sometimes we see a cloud that’s dragonish. 
A vapour sometime like a bear or lion, 

A tower’d citadel, a pendent rock, 
A forked mountain, or blue promontory 

With trees upon it, that nod unto the world 
And mock our eyes with air…’ 

 

Shakespeare saw the moving tapestry of the skies: so do we. 
How lucky we are to be spared the boredom of eternal stretches  
of cloudless blue.  
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The service of Holy Communion is at the centre of our worship at Christ the King. We take 
bread and wine at the altar, both to commemorate our Lord’s Last Supper and to symbolise 
and reinforce our resolve to become his body and blood here on earth.  
 

Have you ever wondered where the wine we use comes from? FM Church Supplies is one of 
the UK’s leading suppliers of church requisites, including candles, wafers, altar frontals, 
cassocks,                

bells, chalices, incense, dog-collars, croziers, monstrances, kneelers, girdles, thuribles, crosses, 
cruets, cribs - and wine.      
In other words, just about every mortal requirement a church has. Which is very convenient as they are located 
just a stone’s throw away, in Birstall. As well as wine and wafers, Christ the King buys a variety of candles from FM, 
from hand-held vigil candles, through decorated baptism candles and right up to the large Easter Candle decorated 

with incense-laden studs. 
BUZZ went along to talk to Matthew, FM’s 
friendly proprietor. He conceived the idea of 
starting up in church supplies when he realised 
that he could provide a better service at a far 
better price than was currently on offer. He took 
the plunge in 2010, opening up in his home town 
of Dewsbury. Seven years later, the business is 
going strong, having now moved to more 
spacious, modern premises in Birstall. Visiting 
there is like entering an Aladdin’s Cave peopled 
by disembodied clerics modelling gorgeous 
vestments. 

 
 

Matthew has an unusual approach to business – he is fairly relaxed about making a profit! He is satisfied, he says, 
to provide a good service to the Church, to ensure employment for three people, and to support local charities. 
20% of all profits, in fact, go to charity. Currently, the benefactors are the Bradford-based Mosaic II, which provides 
counselling and support to victims of rape and sexual abuse. No other church suppliers do this, so it’s good to 
know that, when taking our wine, wafers and candles from FM, we are also supporting a worth-while Christian 
cause. Wine is the firm’s biggest seller, but other stock items travel much further than West Yorkshire.  Australian 
and American customers buy clerical shirts by the dozen, attracted by Matthew’s competitive pricing. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Matthew is also a gifted embroiderer, and examples of his work catch the eye at every point of FM’s airy show 
room. Cassocks are made to measure, and Matthew says that not all clergy are content to endure the four to six 
weeks they must wait for such a bespoke service. He also notes wryly that they can sometimes be taken by surprise 
at the unannounced arrival of Easter and Christmas! But both he and his colleague, Beryl, are always ready to 
respond to any challenge in their determination to serve the Church at large. If you are still wondering where our 
wine comes from, it’s British. But if that makes you come out in a rash, never fear. The grapes are grown in France. 
Vive l’Entente Cordiale! And if you’re as unsure as your editor is about the difference between a monstrance and 
a thurible, try Wikipedia. 
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Sunday, November 12th 
Maureen & Bill Jones shared drinks 
and canapés with parishioners at 

Christ the King in celebration of their 
60th wedding anniversary. 
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By Maggie McLean 
 

‘Proclaim afresh to each new generation…..’ 
are words from the Church of England service 
for those being ordained. In other words, it 
tells those about to become clergy that they 
are to continue to look for ways to inspire and 
speak the Gospel in new ways so that God’s 
love can be shared and known. 
 

We live in a world where communication and technology changes by the second and keeping up with it is no easy 
task.  It follows that engaging with it and using it is paramount. We have been fortunate at CtK for many years 
(before many churches thought about it) in having our own website, and we are very grateful to Tony Moore for 
administering it for us. This has now been updated and changed significantly as we try to respond to the increasing 
demand to have a professional window into church life and to showcase what a vibrant, active and community 
orientated church we are. The new website works much more easily across phones and tablets as most people 
now do their web browsing on the go rather than in front of a static computer. The website is also linked directly 
to other forms of social media, such as Facebook, and events and photos advertising church services and activities 
will automatically appear on the website once uploaded on FB. What you will experience and see when you log on 

to our new website www.christ-the-king.co.uk is just the beginning as we will continue to develop the site. 
 

What we are trying to do with the website and the use of social media is, in many ways, opening up the idea of 
church and faith to people who perhaps don’t appreciate, or have never thought about, what goes on inside of a 
church. It will mirror on line what we have been so successful in achieving over the last few years, a church at the 
centre of community life – something beautifully illustrated by our Scarecrow Festival; an event that saw many 
people of all ages get involved and join in a weekend of events and activities.  
 

All of this is part of our mission ‘to proclaim afresh to each new generation..; it is part of our outreach to the local 
community; it is part of our mission to be a church for all. Every one of us in church had a starting point of faith 
and for many that was in response to an invitation to get involved. By being central to community life; by having 
an open door policy for groups and individuals to use our facilities; and by developing attractive ways of 
communicating, we are opening up the opportunity for people to encounter God with us.  
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The last weekend of September, Christ the King was invaded by a crew 
of cheerful grotesques – fifty of them.  It was our Scarecrow Festival.  
It was amazing.  Two children were high in the trees by the lych gate –  
the girl bigger and higher than the boy.  Unexpected? No.  
 

 The first appearance of our vicar was as a pair of upended gaudy 
Wellingtons on the grass. This was evidence of an exploit 
of the first sky-diving Battyeford vicar.   

 
A group of Guides sat on the lawn, probably discussing 
the best sort of straw for stuffing, and a strange figure 
(apparently a ‘Minion’) peered roguishly round a tree.  
 
 

 
I’d been to the first meeting of the project when we 

were instructed in various methods of producing 
heads.  It was fascinating but I thought this was too 

difficult for me.   
 

It was not too difficult for  
the artists of Battyeford! 

 
Tweedledee and Tweedledum 
grinned joyously on their balloon 
faces, as the slimmers celebrated 
fatness.  
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The window cleaner was classically 
handsome, perched on his ladder, 
gazing thoughtfully through the 
window at a group of seated women 
who did not seem aware of his 
presence.   
 
Another athletic young man was tucked 
under the altar, a happy rambler, with 
mug and sandwich, with lake and hills 
behind him.   
 

Lucy, of the Luncheon Club, had her 

uncannily realistic meal before her. As I wandered about, I was ambushed by figures 

realistic, fantastic, life-size, knee-high, pretty, ugly and just unexpected.  The Scarecrow 

Festival tapped into the vein of rich creativity of human beings, and brought joy to the 

artists and those, like me, who went and saw. 

 

 

 

As experienced by Dorothy Kyne 

More of us 

over the page! 
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Clues Across 
  9. Victim of a seasonal prank (5,4) 
10. Proverb (5) 
11. The meaning of Time! (5,2) 
12. Feline imitator (7) 
13. Plumbing issues sound like members  
       of the allium family (5) 
14. Tenbury Wells hold auctions of this   
       every winter (9) 
16. Eccentric ace, icon of the open seas (7) 
18. Ends up on the cutting room floor (7) 
20. Caviar fishes (9) 
22. Mediterranean island (4) 
23. Swiftest mammal on land (7) 
24. Natural features of the land (7) 
25. Hasta la …….. (5) 
26. Whooping cough (9) 
 
 
 
 
 

Clues Down 
1. Online Dads scattered fairy clocks (10) 

2. Use a shaduf to do this (8) 

3. Snow and 4 come down in this (6) 

4. TV programme cleaner (4) 

5. Accident zones infect roses (5,5) 

6. Brief publication (8) 

7. Lucky site of Sydney’s airport (6) 

8. Superman in the Home Counties (4) 
 
 
 
 

14. Do these come with mini fish? (10) 
15. First-hand observer (10) 
17. Shot before retirement (8) 
19. A seal pup can be clapping (8) 
21. Anxious if you use any in error (6) 
22. Dogwood (6) 
23. Spanish fizz (4) 
24. Ten of these are a teenage challenge (4) 
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BUZZQUIZ 

Advertisements in 

BUZZ magazine 

reach hundreds of 

people in Battyeford 

and beyond. How 

much a DAY does  an 

advertiser pay to 

have an  advert like 

this published in 

BUZZ for a  YEAR? 

ANSWER 
 

Just 12½p 
CROSSWORD  By Boudicca 



 

 

By Simon Sloan – Head Teacher, Battyeford Primary School 
 

Well, what a busy half term it has been! Our OFSTED now seems like a distant memory. We were delighted with 
the outcome and OFSTED recognised many considerable strengths in our school. We are lucky to have a very pro-
active and well informed governing body. The inspection team were impressed by how central they have been to 
our school improvement journey. The team also picked up on the fact the all aspects of our provision are now 
good. They said that, ‘Pupils at all stages achieve well, particularly in writing and mathematics. Improvements to 
the teaching of reading are beginning to pay off.’ 
 

They also saw how wonderful our pupils are, saying, ‘pupils behave well and show excellent attitudes to learning. 
Their good rates of attendance reflect pupils’ positive commitment to their education.’ We couldn’t agree more!  
 

They also picked up on how great the teaching is, pointing out that, ‘teachers establish a productive working 
atmosphere and there are good relationships between pupils and staff and with each other. This means that time 
in lessons is keenly focused on learning and this is reflected in pupils’ good attitudes to learning.’ We were 
particularly pleased with this comment because we all know our pupils and families are wonderful! Battyeford is 
a close-knit community and the support we have had from that community and from all involved at Christ the 
King, has been tremendous.  

 
Moving our school from ‘requires improvement’ to 
‘good’ has been a true team effort and we couldn’t 
be more proud of our governors, staff, children and 
of course our amazing Battyeford community!” 
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For centuries the port city of Bira, 
in Italy has been acknowledged as 
the final resting place of Saint 
Nicholas, the fourth-century saint 
whose life inspired the story of 
Santa Claus.  
 
When Italian merchants smuggled 
his bones to the city from present-
day Turkey in the 11th century, a 
church was built to house them. 
The Basilica di San Nicola is now a 
popular tourist spot that attracts 
thousands of visitors every year. 
But now everything may be about 
to change. Archaeologists using 
geo-radar technology claim to 
have discovered a hidden tomb 
(pictured, above) located beneath 
the St. Nicholas Church in Demre, 
(formerly, Myra) Turkey that could 
contain the authentic remains of 
the saint. If they are correct, the 
district will see a massive boost in 
tourism, and Bira may face the 
opposite.  
 
There are few details of St. 
Nicholas’ life, but we do know that 
he was born around 280 A.D. He 
lost both parents at a young age 
and became a devout Christian, 
using his inheritance to help the 
sick and poor. For many years he 
was the Bishop of Myra.  
 
 

What gave rise to the legend of 
Santa Claus, though, were the 
tales of his good deeds. One such 
story tells of him saving three 
sisters destined to be slaves, as 
their father couldn’t afford their 
dowries. Mysteriously, gold coins 
fell through the chimney of their 
home and landed in stockings left 
near the fireplace to dry. Saint 
Nicholas died in 343 A.D., but he 
became one of the most revered 
saints in Christianity.  
 
But how did the little we know of 
a real-life man become the legend 
of the fat, jolly, red-coated Santa 
Claus we know today? It wasn’t 
until the 16th century that he 
became known as “Father 
Christmas” in Europe. Then, in the 
18th century, the story of St. 
Nicholas – or Sinterklass – sailed to 
America with Dutch immigrants. 
Before long, St Nicholas became 
the patron saint of New York and 
this encouraged its inhabitants to 
adopt the December holiday of 
Christmas.  
 
In 1822, the poem ‘A Visit from St 
Nicholas’ also known as ‘Twas the 
Night Before Christmas' was 
published anonymously, it became 
wildly popular, selling millions of  
 

copies in the years that followed. 
However, the image of Santa Claus 
remained quite austere for almost 
a century. 

 
The image of Santa Claus we now 
know, arrived with the Coca-Cola 
ads in 1931.  
 
Their illustrator, Haddon 
Sundblom, is often credited as the 
creator of the modern American 
Santa Claus, who, has thankfully 
remained jolly, generous and rosy-
cheeked for almost a century. 
What is worrying is how, once they 
reach those bones under the 
church floor, will they prove they 
are authentic. They can hardly wait 
at the bottom of numerous 
chimneys hoping to get a DNA 
sample!  
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By Chris Swift 
 

There was a time when Christians were 
associated with a morbid fascination with death.  
In the Medieval period people often kept 
‘momento mori’ close at hand.  Meaning 
‘remember you must die,’ these items, such as a 
skull, decaying flowers or a guttering candle, 
were intended to remind the observer of both 
mortality and eternity.  In the Victorian period 
there was a similar preoccupation with mourning, 
notably in Victoria’s long bereavement following 
the death of Albert. 
 

Recently a film maker attracted media attention after he completed a project to film people as they 
approached their death - and at the moment of death.  He told interviewers that he did this, with the consent 
of the dying, to break one of the last taboos in society.  It left me wondering what the difference is between 
a taboo and something sacred?  At the coronation of a British monarch the act of anointing is hidden from 
view by a small canopy, held over the monarch at that moment because it is deemed so sacred.  Sometimes 
we need mystery in life because it represents accurately the hiddenness of our experience, and its meaning.  
It’s not an evasion but an attempt to be truthful about our bewilderment at what is taking place. 
 

Sometimes it’s good to keep something in our memory alone.  It lives with us - and it dies with us.    Not 
everything needs to be recorded and archived for eternity.   
 

When it comes to Christianity it’s worth reflecting on the relationship faith suggests we should foster with 
our mortality.  Looking at the life of Jesus it would be quite wrong to suggest that he rushed towards the 
ending of his life.  In a recent conversation with a colleague at work I was led to think about this afresh.  It 
suddenly made sense of the agony Jesus experienced in the Garden of Gethsemane.  Christianity isn’t a 
suicidal religion.  Jesus didn’t rush towards crucifixion and the ending of his life.  He agonised about it.  Life 
is precious and is a gift we are called to use well.  This was something Jesus knew and had to weigh up the 
way of the cross which meant it would cut short his time to heal  
the sick; preach the Gospel and challenge the powers of the world.   
He agonised about it but came to the conclusion that surrendering  
to the authorities was the right thing to do.  It was left in God’s 
hands to transform his sacrifice into extraordinary new life. 
 

We need to be mindful of our mortality in order to make the  
right choices in life.  One of the prayers sometimes used at funerals 
invites us ‘to use aright the time that is left to us’.  Time on earth 
isn’t an infinite experience: we need to make choices about how 
we use this gift, at whatever stage of life we find ourselves.  Living 
with a realistic awareness of our life can help us decide how best to 
use the precious life we’ve been given to use in the service of 
others. 
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The dramatic story of how a man going 

about his own business on the way to 

Jericho when he was set upon by 

thieves was described to members of 

JAM (Jesus & Me) by Christ the King’s 

Children’s Worker, Sheena Grills, in 

September.  Apparently, the man’s 

saviour was a generally despised 

Samaritan. (Who would have thought 

there could ever be a ‘good’ 

Samaritan?) Our picture shows a 

recreation of the scene put together by 

Sheena in the ‘Godly Play’ style, which 

uses symbols and objects as well as 

words, encouraging children to find the 

meaning in a story for themselves. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sheena’s work isn’t just at Christ the King, as her brief 

extends to both our local primary schools. During the first 

half-term at Battyeford children were focussing on 

friendship, so Sheena used the story of the Good Samaritan 

to demonstrate the Christian revelation that your best friend 

might just come from an unexpected source. She also helped 

the children in each class from Year 1 to Year 6 make a 

‘Friendship Tree.’ Activities at CTK’s own Lunchtime Club 

included a lot of fun with craft activities and games all about  

God’s creation. The theme was ‘how amazing we are!’ and to illustrate that, the children 

made scarecrow bags decorated with what might just have been self-portraits. 
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At Old Bank Primary School, Sheena 

helped the children to think about what 

they are fantastic at by creating their own 

‘Fantasticats’! Our picture shows one 

such creature looking particularly pleased 

with itself and clearly not over-troubled 

by self-doubt. 

Back at Christ the King in October, 
children in the ‘Jam Plus’ Bible Study 
group talked about those times when we 
are not so sure of ourselves, and how we 
keep going when things seem too hard. 
They looked in the Bible for assurance that 
God can help us. 

FOOT NOTE 
Sheena seems to have quite a lot on her plate, buzzing between CTK, Battyeford and Old Bank, 
but the State made a further demand on her by calling her for a week’s Jury Service during 
September. We’re glad she’s back, and look forward to hearing more about her work with 
local children in future issues. 
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Advent 

Calendars 

By Ruth James 

The tradition of the advent calendar appears to 
have undergone a revolution in recent years. It 
doesn’t seem so long ago that most people had a 
flimsy cardboard calendar balanced on the 
mantelpiece with tricky little doors to open each 
day from December 1st up to Christmas Eve, 
revealing a basic picture of some element of the 
traditional Christmas story: a donkey or angel 
perhaps. Then came the chocolate advent 
calendar and the excitement on the evening of 
November 30th really began to build… 
 

Advent Calendars date back to the mid-19th century which is maybe more 
recent that we might expect. Its precursor was an advent wreath featuring 
24 candles, a similar idea to the candles lit in Church each Sunday of advent. 
However the advent calendar as we know it was a German invention made 
originally by printer Gerhard Lang who came up with the idea of hiding the 
illustrations behind doors to keep small children fascinated for the month of 
December. The chocolate version was a celebration of post-war plenty and 
first made an appearance in 1958. 
 

Fast forward to 2017 when we have an abundance of extravagant and 
expensive advent calendars to suit every age and taste, and in some cases 
losing sight of the true Christian meaning of Christmas. Now you are able to 
choose from 24 treats of gin, craft beer, prosecco, handmade chocolates, 
perfume, Lego figures, jewellery, scented candles, lipstick, skin care 
products, tea bags…the list goes on! Some may wonder if the gifts we all give 
and receive on the 25th are not enough? 

 

Families often have their own advent customs such as a handstitched calendar featuring small pockets, drawers, 
envelopes or bunting that decorate the home and are filled with very special individual gifts by the parents for the 
children, maybe limiting the extravagance and maximising the magic of the build up to Christmas. The Real Advent 
Calendar company aim to celebrate the true meaning of Christmas and their version is widely available. Behind each 
window is a line from the Christmas story and it comes with a 
Christmas story activity for each day in December to allow children 
to engage with the build up to Jesus’ birth. It does also have the 
added bonus of Fair Trade chocolates behind each window too! In 
a more charitable approach, The Great Get Together team inspired 
by Jo Cox have suggested a Living Advent calendar with a range of 
events to bring communities together once a day in December.  
 

The village of Saltaire run an annual community advent calendar 
where 24 residents of decorate a street facing window of their 
house in an advent theme and one is revealed daily, again with the 
aim of bringing people together. A reverse advent calendar is 
another positive take on the tradition; the idea being that on each 
day of December put an item of food IN TO a box then deliver the 
box to a food bank or someone less fortunate on Christmas Eve; 
maybe something to think about this advent. 
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Earlier this year the Huddersfield Choral Society was invited 
to sing with the Toronto Mendelsohn Choir and the Toronto 
Symphony Orchestra – in Toronto!  
 
The opportunity to sing in Toronto with one of Canada’s 
leading choirs attracted a great deal of interest, and although 
some Choral members found it impossible to take time off 
work because of prior commitments, Debbie and I were 
among those who signed up for what was to prove to be a 
hugely enjoyable experience.  
 
We arrived in Canada on a Sunday afternoon and travelled 
directly to Niagara where we spent our first night. We were 
fortunate enough to have the following day as free time and 
guess where most of us went!  (See below)  
 
On Tuesday it was back to work and as soon as we had settled 
into our hotel in downtown Toronto, we set off for the Roy 
Thompson Hall to meet our hosts and experience our first 
rehearsal.  
 

 

We gave our performances of Belshazzar’s Feast on Friday and Saturday night with the Choral Splendour Concert on 
the Sunday afternoon and to a full house on 
every occasion.  
 

Happily, the concerts proved to be a great 
success, we were very well looked after by our 
hosts and well received by the Torontonians 
who came to the concerts. However, anyone 
who thought that the trip was going to be a 
‘walk in the park’ was swiftly disillusioned as we 
also managed to fit in six choir and orchestra 
rehearsals prior to the concerts. 
 

We found Toronto to be a very modern and 
beautiful city and we were determined not to 
waste a moment of free time and so in between 
the rehearsals, we spent every minute seeing 
as much of the city centre as we could. The 
world’s 9th tallest building, the Toronto CN 
tower, offers wonderful views of the city and 
surrounding coastline from its viewing platform 
and excellent restaurant (highly 
recommended) situated at the top of the tower and is well worth a visit.  
 

To attend our ‘Choral Splendour Concert’ on line, click on: https://livestream.com/TMChoir/ChoralSplendour 
If you look carefully, you might see a couple of familiar faces!  
 
 
 

 

 

 The Huddersfield Choral Society has a vested interest in developing local talent and is currently employing some 
of the country’s top vocal coaches. We have three junior choirs, starting from 7 years of age as well as the senior 
choir. If you would like to find out more, why not check out our website https://www.huddersfieldchoral.com 
or contact our Recruitment Officer Sue Wilde (tel. 07966 598478, email: suewilde29@gmail.com). 
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At the time of year when we are all spending more than usual, maybe the recently introduced common currency will 
not be in our purses very long. Over the course of the past year or so, after much media coverage and build up, the 
Bank of England has replaced the £1 coin and the £5 and £10 notes. As well as the excitement of getting the first new 
coin or note in change or from the bank, there has then been the frantic search down the side of the sofa, in coat 
pockets and in old piggy banks to retrieve any old-style money before it was no longer accepted.  
 
To some of us, the one-pound coin may still seem new as it only replaced the note in 1988. Did you know that in the 
Isle of Man, the £1 note is still used as legal currency? (My husband has one in his wallet – the Queen looks very 
young!) The replaced coin here aims primarily to reduce fraud as there were an estimated 47 million counterfeit notes 
in circulation before March when the new coin was launched. Its aesthetic features such as the two metals and twelve 
sides are security features. 
 
The £5 note has been around for just over a year; the first polymer rather than cotton paper note to be printer was 
designed to be cleaner, more secure and more durable (though it’s much harder to fold up into the piggy bank says 
my six-year old! 
                                                                               

However, the arrival of this eagerly 
anticipated note caused some 
people to be excitedly searching for 
rare serial numbers that were going 
to make them a fortune whereas 
others were outraged that the 
production process included animal 
based products, unacceptable for 
vegans and for several religious 
groups. The Bank of England, 
however, has refused to make any 
adjustments to production. 
                                                                 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The latest addition has been the £10 note, with its most notable feature being the portrait of Jane Austen on the 
reverse, replacing Charles Darwin and following a campaign to celebrate successful women.  

 
The newness of the coins and notes will pass before 
long, and they will be spent with ease, although with 
the more widespread use of contactless cards and 
phone apps, will cash soon be a thing of the past?                    
 

 

A friend who now lives in Australia recently paid a visit back to Yorkshire and commented how everything felt 
so different. One of the main things she was struggling to get used to was all the new money! 
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This church leader, not 

Prince Albert, is 

thought to have 

invented the Christmas 

Tree. But who is he? 

This former Conservative 

politician was the great- 

uncle of Archbishop Justin 

Welby. But who is he? 

Henry VIII’s elder brother was Arthur, Gordon Bennett was 

editor of the New York Herald, the Little Big Horn is a river, 

Martin Luther is thought to have ‘invented’ the Christmas 

Tree, Hell’s Angels tried to kill Mick Jagger in 1975, a cubit 

was the distance between the elbow and the finger tips, 

and RAB Butler was Justin Welby’s  great-uncle. 
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Other Activities 
Community Art Club:   Every Monday 10am                
Luncheon Club: Every Tuesday, 12 noon 
Various activities: Every Tuesday 7.15pm    
Community Fitness Club: Every Wednesday 1.30pm 
Tap Dance Class: Every Wednesday, 10am   
Community Drop In:  Every Thursday 1.30pm  

For more details, see weekly Notice Sheet available in church and signposted on the TV 

screen or ask for our ‘What’s On?’ flyer.  All our activities are open to everyone – welcome! 

Contacts 

Vicar: The Revd Canon Maggie McLean         01924 493 277             maggie@christ-the-king.co.uk 
Church Wardens    Helen Grange 01924 – 493108 Helen@christ-the-king.co.uk 
                                         Tony Moore   01924 – 496978 Tony@christ-the-king.co.uk 
Buzz Editorial                 Bill Jones  01274 – 872729 bill.jones.75@btinternet.com 
Buzz Advertisements   Helen Grange 01924 – 493108 grange.mirfield@ntlworld.com 
Buzz Editorial Team:    Nigel Day, Helen Grange, Ian Grange, Ruth James, Bill Jones, Dorothy Kyne, 
                                         Linda Saltmarshe, Chris Swift. 
 
 

 

Opinions expressed in BUZZ may not always reflect those of the Church 

                    

                                                                     Christ the King, Battyeford                       

                      
 
Main Services 
 
Monday to Friday 9am 
Morning Prayer  
 
Sunday 8.00am 
Holy Communion  
A quiet service, no hymns; 10-15 people attend. 
 
Sunday 10.00am 
Holy Communion; Music; 90+ people; Crèche,  
Sunday School, Refreshments.                              
 
Wednesday 10.00am 
Quiet Holy Communion; 30+ people; Refreshments. 
 
Friday 2.00pm                                    
‘Butterflies’ (Service & Activities) or 
‘Caterpillars’ (Activities only)                  
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